
Bradshaw Hall 
EYFS- Reception

Phonics and Reading Information



Aims 

The aim of this session is to inform 
parents of how we teach phonics and 
reading at Bradshaw Hall in Reception 

and how you can best support your 
child’s learning at home.  



EYFS 
17 Early Learning Goals

ELG: Comprehension 

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories
and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;
- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

ELG: Word reading 

- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic
knowledge, including some common exception words. 

ELG: Writing 

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a
letter or letters;
- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 



How do we teach phonics at school

Rocket Phonics

• We teach phonics daily through a mixture of whole class and 
small groups. 

• Each week we teach 2 new sounds and one or two common 
exception words/tricky words. 

• We teach children the letter name and sound. What a capital 
and lower case looks like and we practise forming the letters. 

• In phonics we emphasise the pure sounds the letters make. 
When using flash cards we ask children to tell us the sound. 

Video of pure sounds….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyGQY_GHtoQ&t=356s



How do we teach reading at school 

Your child will learn:

That books are read from: front to back, top to bottom of the page and from left to 
right of each line.

To understand that a story has a beginning, middle and end understand the main 
events and recall them in sequence (acting out stories with puppets, rehearsing 
stories with actions etc.)

Recognise and talk about characters and use their knowledge of stories to change 
the main events and make up their own stories.

To talk about text/stories they have read to show understanding of the characters, 
plot, sequence and make predictions. Who, what, where, when, how, why 
questions.

To recognise letters/sounds they are learning at school and  begin to read simple 
words and sentences.



What our resources look like…



Weekly routines

• Reading at school 

We will read with your child once or twice a week in 
class. This will be a mixture of guided reading in a small 
group or 1:1 with their teacher or teaching assistant. 

• Reading at home….Home reading books

Children’s reading books will be changed weekly. You 
will receive 1 new book per week. We recommend you 
look at this book 3 or more times per week. Children 
will have a designated day of the week that their book is 
changed which is stated on the front of their student 
planner. 



Student Planner and Home 

reading book..
Last Friday your child brought home their student planner and 

their first home reading book. 

Inside the student planner are phonics flash cards and further 

information and resources to use at home. 



Home sound mats and flash cards …



• Look at the inside cover – lots of tips, words not yet accessible, 
tricky words

• Model sounding it out/blending the sounds together, for 
example... s- a- t = sat

• Identify ‘tricky words’ – you haven’t learnt this code yet

• Read sentences back to model fluent reading

• Split a long word into chunks and work out the separate chunks 
for example… 

sun/set

• Encourage reading NOT guessing – “You know that code!”

How I can help my child read…. 



How can I support my child
at home? 

• Listen to your child read their home reading book 3 or 
more times per week and write in their student planner 
when you have done so. 

• Stay positive – it can be frustrating for you and them 
but try not to show it!

• Practice phonics flash cards and tricky words regularly 
at home.

• Continue to read to them daily including library books 
from school – ask them for help on the odd word!



Thank you 

Any Questions…


