
Literacy within the Early Years Foundation Stage  

at Bradshaw Hall Primary School 

 

 

Overview 

Literacy is a specific area of learning and development within the Early Years Foundation 
Stage and includes Reading and Writing. Children develop essential skills and knowledge as 
they progress towards the Early Learning Goals. Children develop their reading and writing 
skills in a variety of ways including through daily Phonics activities, shared reading and 
writing and a wide range of independent reading and writing opportunities through 
continuous provision inside and outside.   
 

Reading 

 

Nursery 

Within nursery our children will learn: 

 
• To enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities. 
• To show awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 
• To recognise rhythm in spoken words. 
• To listen to and join in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small 
groups. 
• To join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes 
and stories. 
• To begin to be aware of the way stories are structured. 
• To suggest how the story might end. 
• To listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 
• To describe main story settings, events and principal characters. 
• To show interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the environment. 
• To recognise familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising logos. 
• To look at books independently. 
• To handle books carefully. 
• To know that information can be relayed in the form of print. 
• To hold books the correct way up and turn pages. 
• To know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and 
top to bottom. 
 

Reception 

Within Reception our children will learn: 

 

• To continue a rhyming string. 
• To hear and say the initial sound in words. 
• To segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and know which 
letters represent some of them. 
• To link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 
• To begin to read words and simple sentences. 



• To use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 
experiences of books. 
• To enjoy an increasing range of books. 
• To know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. 
 
 
Early Learning Goal (the expected level of development by the end of Reception) 
• To read and understand simple sentences.  

• To use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 
accurately.  
• To read some common irregular words.  

• To demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 
read. 
 

 

Writing 

 

Nursery 

Within nursery our children will learn: 

 

• To sometimes give meaning to marks as they draw and paint. 
• To ascribe meanings to marks that they see in different places. 

 

Reception 

Within nursery our children will learn: 

 

• To give meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 
• To begin to break the flow of speech into words. 
• To continue a rhyming string. 
• To hear and say the initial sound in words. 
• To segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 
• To links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 
• To use some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing 
some sounds correctly and in sequence. 
• To write own name and other things such as labels, captions. 
• To attempt to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 
 
 
Early Learning Goal (the expected level of development by the end of Reception) 
• To use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their 
spoken sounds.  
• To write some irregular common words.  

• To write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some 
words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 
 



By the end of Reception children are expected to reach the Early Learning Goals. At 
Bradshaw Hall we provide a wealth of opportunities to support and enable each child to reach 
their full potential. The development statements suggest a typical range of development, 
however, we understand that children develop at their own rates and in their own unique 
ways.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


