
History Overview 
Bradshaw Hall Primary School 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS Understanding the World (EYFS Goal) 
People and Communities 

The World 

 
 
1 

First Flight – Wright 
Brothers 
How has transport 
evolved? 
(with a focus on flight) 
Event beyond living 
memory that is significant 
globally 

 Shopping 
How has shopping 
changed within their 
families’ life time?  
Changes within living 
memory that reveal 
aspects of change in 
national life 
 

 L.S Lowry 
Explore Lowry’s life and 
what life was like back then, 
through his art. 
Significant local people & 
lives of significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements 

 

 
2 

Events Beyond Living Memory 
What should we remember in the UK? 

Great Fire of London 
Gunpowder Plot 

Walter Tull  

 Explorers 
Comparing aspects of 

lives in different periods 
Columbus 

/Shackleton/ 
Armstrong 

  
Significant People, 

Places, Events 
Why does Stockport 
have a Hat Museum? 
Who was Fred Perry? 

 
 

3 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age, Bronze Age & 
Iron Age 

What was life like in Britain for the earliest settlers? 
1. How did people live in the old Stone Age? 
2. When was the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic 
Stone Age? 
3. How do we know about Stone Age life through 
artefacts and tools? 
4. What was the impact of the Neolithic Stone Age on 
settlers’ life? 
5. How did tools change people’s lives in the Bronze 
Age? 
6. What was the impact of Bronze and Iron tools on 
the way people in Britain lived? 
7. Were there any discoveries in the Iron and Bronze 
Ages? 
8. How were people’s lives different in the Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Age?  

 
 

Ancient Civilisations: 
Shang Dynasty, Ancient Sumer, Indus Valley and 

Ancient Egypt 
An introduction to the different civilisations 

 
1. When and where were the civilisations?  
2. What were their biggest achievements?  

3. In your opinion, what do you think was each 
Ancient Civilisation’s greatest achievement?  

 
Ancient Egypt (in depth study): 

1. How did people live and were the Ancient 
Egyptian’s treated differently? 

2. What did Tutankhamun’s tomb tell us 
about his life during Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation? 
3. Why were the Gods and Goddesses so 

important in Ancient Egyptian life? 
4. Why was the River Nile so important for 

Ancient Egyptian civilisations? 

 
 

How have the Ancient Greeks influenced the western 
world? 
1. How has Ancient Greek architecture influenced 
modern day buildings? 

How have the Romans influenced Britain?  
1. How did the Romans influence modern day 

road systems? 

 



 

 
4 

2. What impact have the Greeks had on modern day 
democracy? 
3. How does modern maths have a link to Ancient 
Greece? 
4. How did philosophy stem from the Ancient Greeks? 
5. How is modern medicine inspired by the Ancient 
Greeks? 
6. What impact did the Ancient Greeks have on Art 
today? 
7. What is the connection between Ancient Greece 
and the modern day Olympics? 

2. How did the Romans contribute to the 

creation of towns? 

3. What was the impact of the Roman Empire on 

plumbing and sanitation? 

4. How did the Romans change religion? 

5. What impact did the Romans have on 

language, writing and number?  

6. How did the Romans impact the modern-day 

calendar? 

 
 

5 

The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons: Who got what in the 
struggle for Britain? 

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots (Light touch) 

Leading into 

 The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor 

 Northwich – Weaver Hall and Workhouse 
run an Anglo-Saxon and Viking day 

The Maya: Why were the Maya more advanced 
than Britain in 900AD? 

 Who were the Maya – where did they live and 
what did their society look like? 

 Writing and communication in Maya 
civilisation.  

 Maya belief system and organisation of society 
as a hierarchy. 

 Maya pastimes.  

 Why did the Maya go to war? 

 What happened to the Maya? 
Maya trade, their counting system and  maths 

  

 
 

6 

A March through the Wars:  
How have wars changed over time?  

E.g. 1066, Civil War, WW1, WW2  
A study of an aspect of British History that extends 
pupil’s chronological knowledge 
Beyond 1066: Can I leave a legacy? 
(Imperial War Museum visit*) 

- Considering causes and legacy of wars 
throughout the ages with each lesson. 

 
1) Explore what it means to ‘change over time’ and 

what aspects of the world/life change focussing 
on primary sources from the local area. 

2) Investigate weapons changing over time with a 
focus on a particular war and significant change 
Using Armitage’s Gassed to go deeper. (2 
lessons) 

3) Investigate how wars are recorded changes over 
time with a focus on a particular war and 
significant change. Focus on 3 wars investigating 
validity and reliability of source material – acting 
as historians. (2 lessons) 

4) What is the reason for people to go to war? Has 
that changed? Political/land and 
economy/dictatorships 

  A study over time tracing how several aspects of 
national history are reflected in the locality (1066) 
 
A local history guide book 
Local Study 1: WW11 impact on Stockport and 
Manchester Trip to air raid shelter 
Local Study 2: Bramhall Hall – impact of Tudor reign 


