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The Vision

At Bradshaw Hall we pride ourselves on the wealth of musical opportunities 
available to every child across the whole school. We deeply value the many 

ways that music enhances children’s lives and education, including developing 
greater coordination, concentration, creativity, teamwork skills, confidence and 

overall wellbeing, which all link to our school principles: 

Confident Individuals, Successful Learners and Responsible Citizens

We have been awarded Music Mark status for 2021-22 in recognition of 
our dedication to high quality music making across school



How is learning across school sequenced?

Early Years is where musical learning starts its journey at Bradshaw Hall 

EYFS

• From Nursery, children are beginning to 
keep the pulse, recreate rhythms, learn 
songs, name instruments, listen to music 
with understanding and use basic 
musical words and concepts

• Learning is based on the Early Learning 
Goals as set out in the new Statutory 
Framework for EYFS, whilst also 
providing an introductory stepping-stone 
to future musical learning at KS1 and 
beyond 

• Short, varied musical activities are 
combined to create a unit of work, 
delivered during weekly music lessons

Example of how musical activities link to the 
seven areas of learning and development

Example units of work



How is learning across school sequenced?

Bespoke schemes of work are designed by our    
Music Specialist, covering a wide range of skills 

KS1 (National Curriculum)
Pupils should be taught to: 

• use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes 

• play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

• listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded 
music 

• experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music. 

Example units of work



How is learning across school sequenced?KS2 (National Curriculum)
Pupils should be taught to: 
• play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using their 
voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

• improvise and compose music for a 
range of purposes using the inter-
related dimensions of music 

• listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory 

• use and understand staff and other 
musical notations 

• appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians 

• develop an understanding of the 
history of music. 

Example units of work



How are knowledge and skills built upon through the school?

Linking learning and remembering learning: Music as a ‘spiral’ curriculum

Example courtesy of Dr Alison Daubney (University of Sussex)
and Professor Martin Fautley (Birmingham City University)

from ISM – The National Curriculum for Music

SMSC = 
Social, moral, 
spiritual and cultural 

Music learning at Bradshaw Hall 
follows the form of a spiral curriculum, 
as recommended by decades of music 
researchers, with skills being revisited 
year on year to consolidate and build 
on prior learning. 

Example

• Key skills developed from EYFS to Year 6: pulse, rhythm, notation reading, singing, playing tuned and untuned 
instruments, composing, performing, listening, evaluating.

• Bespoke schemes of work: Units of work and activities designed to revisit and reinforce these skills year on year. 
• Vocabulary progression for each year group.



How are knowledge and skills built upon through the school?

Music groups Peripatetic tuition

KS1 Choir Singing
KS2 Choir Piano
Recorder Group Clarinet
KS2 Band Flute
Treble Makers (Y5 & 6 vocal group) Brass (trumpet, trombone, baritone)

- Children learning instruments often work towards Associated Board or Trinity exam grades
- Higher level of performance skill expected e.g. Band playing in parts, Choir focusing on diction and 
breathing or learning harmony parts
- Notation reading taught
- Greater confidence in performance developed

Additional opportunities in the form of extra-curricular clubs and 
peripatetic music lessons offered in school for those who wish to further 

develop their musical skills and confidence



Various concerts and performances take place across the year, 
both within school and at external venues such as Stockport Town Hall, local churches 

and John Lewis

KS2 Choir at John Lewis



Measuring Progress

Self-evaluation
Peer assessment

Self-assessment

Music is assessed on a half-termly basis through a combination of teacher observation, recordings of 
performances, assessment tests, peer assessment, self evaluation and quizzes as appropriate

Recording of composition
performance



Measuring Progress
Quiz-style 

summative assessment
Quiz-style 

summative assessmentClass work task



• Step by step tasks that start simply and end with ‘extra challenges’
• Clear verbal and written instructions: Each lesson has a clear introduction and demonstration of the task from the 

teacher with instructions either reinforced on the whiteboard or in the form of a worksheet
• Resources to support learning, such as note guides for finding notes on the stave or lining up over the keyboard notes

Challenge and Differentiation



Challenge and Differentiation

• Google Drive utilised to upload material that children have been working on in class so they can continue 
their learning at home should they wish e.g. sheet music, worksheets, song lyrics, backing tracks etc. 

• Opportunity to be a leader: Children showing greater confidence in a singing activity may be asked to lead 
one half of the class e.g. singing a round

• Groupings: Depending on the activity, children may be placed in mixed groups/pairs or streamed e.g. 
keyboard, ukulele, orchestra   

• Children who already play instruments may have the chance to use their own instrument in lessons, to 
support other children, to begin the task from a different starting point e.g. start at Step 3 and/or to perform 
a solo/small group role as part of a production e.g. singing pupils performed in the Autumn Celebration

• Extra-curricular and peripatetic opportunities offered

SEND & EAL
• Simplified activities or further instructions where necessary
• Groupings: Children may be paired with a more able child or placed in a mixed-ability group for support
• 1-2-1 support provided where necessary      
• Fully inclusive extra-curricular clubs

However, often Music is the very subject that our SEND and EAL pupils can access on a par with their peers, 
or even excel at! 



Working Walls

Key music vocabulary Notational aids 



Working Walls
Topic reminder and key objectives



Monitoring
- Pupil voice through end of unit/end of year questionnaires

- Peripatetic staff observed Spring 2021 and pupil voice sought – to be repeated in Spring 2023

- Teacher evaluation of each scheme of work at the end of each half-term to identify any 
particular successes of the scheme or targets for improvement 

- Schemes of work adapted or replaced as required based on children’s feedback and 
learning outcomes 

- Enjoyment and achievement evident through concerts and performances



•Bespoke schemes of work tailored to children’s individual abilities and needs, continually adapted to 
ensure the highest quality provision

•Specialist Music teacher throughout school ensures: 

-a high level of subject knowledge and expectation 

- a clear sense of progression

- in-depth knowledge of the children’s skills and prior learning 

- consistency across all year groups and classes

•Wealth of musical opportunities available to all children inclusively in class lessons and beyond, with 
most of it being free to access

•Large number of children engaged in extra-curricular activities and peripatetic tuition shows evident 
enjoyment of the subject. In the past, KS2 children who are keen musicians have taken part in up to 5 hours of music 
activities per week, including their class lessons, all provided at Bradshaw Hall.

Strengths



Bradshaw Hall Legacy
Thanks to the head start they get at Bradshaw Hall, many of our pupils go on to further 
develop their musical skills by:

- learning instruments at high school

- playing in bands and singing in choirs

- performing lead roles in concerts and musicals

- studying Music at GCSE/A level

Some past students have even:

- gained Music scholarships to Cheadle Hulme School

- been accepted to Chetham’s School of Music

- joined the Halle Children’s Choir   

“Thank you so much. I have to say 
that my singing wouldn’t be where 
it is today if it wasn’t for everyone 
at Bradshaw Hall…so I am very 
grateful.”  Ex-pupil from 6 years ago


