
Year 3 Spelling, Bradshaw Hall Primary School 

Below is an overview of the spelling rules/sounds taught for each wordlist in year 3. 

List 13 Possessive apostrophe with singular and 
plural words  
Homophones and near-homophones  
Common exception words 

List 14 Homophones and near-homophones  
Common exception words 

List 15 The suffix –ly  
Homophones and near-homophones  
Common exception words 

List 16 The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou  
More prefixes  
Homophones and near-homophones  
Common exception words 

List 17 Words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or 
/t_ʃə/  
Words with the /e_ɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or 
ey  
Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters 
to words of more than one syllable  
Homophones and near-homophones  
Common exception words 

List 18 Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters 
to words of more than one syllable  
More prefixes  
Homophones and near-homophones  
Common exception words 

 

Below are the wordlists that relate to the spelling objectives in year 3. These words 

are used to teach the spelling pattern; it is not intended to be a list of words for 

children to memorise. 

 
Shakespeare and More Spelling Wordlist 13 

 

 
Regular Spellings 
 

 

girl’s, girls’ 

boy’s, boys’ 

men’s, babies’, children’s, mice’s 

here, hear 



heel, heal, he’ll 

not, knot 

male, mail 

 

 
Common Exception Words 
 

 
accidentally, actually, address, answer, appear, arrive, believe 

bicycle  

 

 
Shakespeare and More Spelling Wordlist 14 

 

 
Regular Spellings 
 

accept, except 

affect, effect 

ball, bawl 

berry, bury 

break, brake 

fair, fare 

great, grate 

groan, grown 

main, mane 

meat, meet 

missed, mist 

piece, peace 

 

plain, plane 

rain, rein, reign 

seen, scene 

weather, whether 

whose, who’s 

girl’s, girls’ 

boy’s, boys’ 

men’s, babies’, children’s, 
mice’s 

here, hear 

heel, heal, he’ll 

not, knot 

male, mail 

 

 
Common Exception Words 
 

 



accidentally, actually, address, answer, appear, arrive, believe 

bicycle, breath, breathe, build, busy/business, calendar 

caught, centre, century, certain, 

 

 
Shakespeare and More Spelling Wordlist 15 

 

 
Regular Spellings 
 

sadly, completely, usually, 

finally, comically  

happily, angrily  

gently, simply, humbly, nobly  

basically, frantically,  

dramatically  

accept, except 

affect, effect 

ball, bawl 

berry, bury 

break, brake 

fair, fare 

great, grate 

groan, grown 

main, mane 

meat, meet 

missed, mist 

piece, peace 

 

plain, plane 

rain, rein, reign 

seen, scene 

weather, whether 

whose, who’s 

girl’s, girls’ 

boy’s, boys’ 

men’s, babies’, children’s, 
mice’s 

here, hear 

heel, heal, he’ll 

not, knot 

male, mail 

 

 
Common Exception Words 
 

 
accidentally, actually, address, answer, appear, arrive, believe 



bicycle, breath, breathe, build, busy/business, calendar 

caught, centre, century, certain, circle, complete, consider 

 continue, decide, describe, different, difficult, disappear 

early, earth, eight/eighth 

 

 
Shakespeare and More Spelling Wordlist 16 

 

 
Regular Spellings 
 

young, touch, double, trouble,  

country  

disappoint, disagree, disobey  

misbehave, mislead, misspell  

inactive, incorrect  

illegal, illegible 

sadly, completely, usually, 

finally, comically  

happily, angrily  

gently, simply, humbly, nobly  

basically, frantically,  

dramatically  

accept, except 

affect, effect 

ball, bawl 

berry, bury 

break, brake 

fair, fare 

 

great, grate 

groan, grown 

main, mane 

meat, meet 

missed, mist 

piece, peace 

plain, plane 

rain, rein, reign 

seen, scene 

weather, whether 

whose, who’s 

girl’s, girls’ 

boy’s, boys’ 

men’s, babies’, children’s, mice’s 

here, hear 

heel, heal, he’ll 

not, knot 

male, mail 

 

 
Common Exception Words 
 

 
accidentally, actually, address, answer, appear, arrive, believe, bicycle,  

breath, breathe, build, busy/business, calendar, caught, centre, century,  

certain, circle, complete, consider, continue, decide, describe, different,  



difficult, disappear, early, earth, eight/eighth, enough, exercise, experience,  

experiment, extreme, famous, favourite, February, 

 

 
Shakespeare and More Spelling Wordlist 17 

 

Regular Spellings 

measure, treasure, pleasure,  

enclosure  

creature, furniture, picture, nature, 

adventure  

vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, 

obey  

gardening, gardener, limiting, 

limited, limitation  

young, touch, double, trouble,  

country  

disappoint, disagree, disobey  

misbehave, mislead, misspell  

inactive, incorrect  

illegal, illegible 

sadly, completely, usually, 

finally, comically  

happily, angrily  

gently, simply, humbly, nobly  

basically, frantically,  

dramatically  

accept, except 

affect, effect 

 

ball, bawl 

berry, bury 

break, brake 

fair, fare 

great, grate 

groan, grown 

main, mane 

meat, meet 

missed, mist 

piece, peace 

plain, plane 

rain, rein, reign 

seen, scene 

weather, whether 

whose, who’s 

girl’s, girls’ 

boy’s, boys’ 

men’s, babies’, children’s, mice’s 

here, hear 

heel, heal, he’ll 

not, knot 

male, mail 

 

Common Exception Words 

accidentally, actually, address, answer, appear, arrive, believe, bicycle,  

breath, breathe, build, busy/business, calendar, caught, centre, century,  

certain, circle, complete, consider, continue, decide, describe, different,  

difficult, disappear, early, earth, eight/eighth, enough, exercise, experience,  

experiment, extreme, famous, favourite, February, forward(s), fruit, 



grammar, group, guard, guide, heard, heart, height, history, imagine, 

increase, important, interest, island, knowledge, learn, 

 

 
Shakespeare and More Spelling Wordlist 18 

 

Regular Spellings 

forgetting, forgotten, 

beginning, 

beginner, prefer, 

preferred 

subdivide, 

subheading, 

submarine, 

submerge   

measure, treasure, 
pleasure,  

enclosure  

creature, furniture, 
picture, nature, 

adventure  

vein, weigh, eight, 
neighbour, they, 

obey  

gardening, gardener, 
limiting, 

limited, limitation  

 

young, touch, double, 

trouble, country  

accept, except 

affect, effect  

disappoint, disagree, 
disobey  

misbehave, mislead, 
misspell  

inactive, incorrect  

illegal, illegible 

sadly, completely, 
usually, 

finally, comically  

happily, angrily  

gently, simply, humbly, 
nobly  

basically, frantically,  

dramatically  

ball, bawl 

berry, bury 

break, brake 

 

fair, fare 

great, grate 

groan, grown 

main, mane 

meat, meet 

missed, mist 

piece, peace 

plain, plane 

rain, rein, reign 

seen, scene 

weather, whether 

whose, who’s 

girl’s, girls’ 

boy’s, boys’ 

men’s, babies’, 
children’s, mice’s 

here, hear 

heel, heal, he’ll 

not, knot 

male, mail 

 

Common Exception Words 

accidentally, actually, address, answer, appear, arrive, believe, bicycle,  

breath, breathe, build, busy/business, calendar, caught, centre, century,  

certain, circle, complete, consider, continue, decide, describe, different,  

difficult, disappear, early, earth, eight/eighth, enough, exercise, experience,  

experiment, extreme, famous, favourite, February, forward(s), fruit, 

grammar, group, guard, guide, heard, heart, height, history, imagine, 

increase, important, interest, island, knowledge, learn, length, library, 



material, medicine, mention, minute 

 


